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policy ovor the past Uo youio time his rePor t «us written, 
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in on the IOiOO A . M » Newa Desk mooting, at which a 
preliminary nows priority lint is prepared. (Beginning almost 
immediately, ho will hold as mcuiy regular meetings an possible 
with the individual desks, with priority to the Russian Desk.) 

In short, pruotloally all of the top personnel in the station 
have taken some purt in uniting the policy and editorial decisions 
which resulted in tho items listed by Mr. Levine, no well ae 
the vastly greater number of news items and feature scripts 
broadcast by RL but not mentioned in hie list. 

Despite our oystora of chocks, wo are aware that occasion- 
ally errors in Judgment and in fact are made by Radio Liberation 
editors and program advisers. Our task is the more difficult 
duo to the lack of fully qualified personnel. For example, in 
our Sews Department, only the three top-ranking Jobs are filled 
by persona who were professionals in Journalism or r&uio before 
employment with tha American Committee. 

As to policy changes i Radio Liberation has ateudily moved 
furthor away from the oonoept that its role liee in fostering 
violent overthrow of tho Communist regime in the USSR and towards 
the idea of fostering evolutionary trends in the USSR. havs 

been getting away from the negative, oarping approach in favor 
of presenting possible positive (but subversive) alternatives 
to various aspects of tho system and ofiorlng objective infoiiiia— 
tion which will help the lietoner to oomo to Inis own conclusions. 
To the eitont feasible, wo wish to establish RadLib tia an inde- 
pendent voice, to epaak to the Soviet listener in terms under- 
standable to him and, when considered desirablo, axprooa his own 
unspoken thoughts for him. Radio Liberation must not give the 
impression that it dofends U.3. or Western interosto. On the 
con trery , it should give the impression that it is concerned 
with the interests of its "fellow countrymen" in the USSR and 
that it views world events from an enlightened emigre viewpoint. 
Obviously, then, Radio Liberation cannot be, and is not, neutral 
in the struggle between freedom and dictatorship. 

All of the foregoing has by now been made explicit in the 
Program Policy Manual of June 1^56, and in our Newsroom Opera- 
tions Manual. The anticipated Country Paper promises to be even 
more explicit with respect to Radio Liberation's character. 

In his report, however, Mr. Lovino many times implies (see items 
3 , 11, 10, 32, 36 , 43) that RL should not carry any material 
whioh might equally well be included in the Soviet press or 
radio. It is RL policy, howovi-r, to establish credibility by 
roporting events whioh racy have negative implica fcious in terms 
of our long-range interests but whioh aro nevertheless of impor- 
tance! to win over tho listener by presenting various points of 
view rather than how to ono monolithic line. Unlike the Soviet 
dictatorship, RL has no monopoly over the organs of communication 
whioh reach the Soviet citizen* RL cannot prevent him from learn- 
ing oortain facts by excluding thea from our broadcasts. Our 
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policy lino in this regard ia clearly stated in the Ness 
Department Operatione Manual revised as of January 24, 19!>8 
and submitted to New York on January 29. It roads in part* 
"Events of world importance should be reported even if their 
immediate impact appears to be negative from the point of 
view of ltadLib's ultimate aims,,." and "inclusion into our 
newscasts of stories covered or likely to bo covered fully 
and fairly accurately by Radio Moscow and other Soviet media 
is required when (a) the story ie of world importance? (b) 
when a loss important story has particular appeal to a Soviet 
audience." 

The following analysis of the policy and editorial de- 
cisions taken on the items listed by Mr. Levine wan prepared 
by a oomaittoo made up of members of the American advisory 
staff in Munloh. 


• # » « 
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PART X 


Tho two broadcasts on Mao Tee-'fung were not out oi Una 
in equal measure, but both erred polioywise in the aoneo 
that Mr, Frank. was carried away by his well-intended purpoeo 
of trying to impress the Russian listener with the fact that 
whereas the Chinese Communis to have a loador of stature i» 

Mao, the communists in the Soviet Union suffer by comparison. 

The materials used in these scripts admittedly contained «x- 
cs selva praiae of Mao and an inadvertent acceptance of certain 
communist propaganda ollchoa which could have boon avoided 
upon more thoughtful consideration. V/e are not inclined to 
minimize tho nature of the errors in both scripts. 

It should be added, however, that tho sooond part especially 
did contribute to a correction of the official Soviet version 
of what transpired in Ghinaj oopeoially, in indiouting that 
the Kao Tae-Tunj communist movement was for yeara independent 
of direot supervision from Moaoow, 

Another unfortunate aspect of the handling of these scripts 
was inadequate attribution to the souroe, which tended to create 
the erroneous impression that those ware Radio Liberation views 
rather than those of a London Observer, writer* 
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PART II 


h. Ootober 9 , 1957. 

Disorders in Warsaw! RadLlb, in reporting events in Poland, kept 
oloos touch with poliay-mnking personnel in Radio Free Europe, Wo 
were advised that the possibility of a Hungary- style uprising existed 
and that nothing should. bo dono to make the disorders appear even 
more serious than they wore since this would help to givo the Soviet 
Oovornuent an excuse for intervening. In the item quoted, we merely 
reported tho facts available to us. The same news item, however, wont- 
on to give the details on a student meeting of protest over the closing 
of To Proat-n . The students who ware arrested and put on trial wore no t, 
arrested for talcing part in the workers * demonstration in question, but 
for taking pert in prior demonstrations. In any case, wo make clear 
that rra arc quoting a statement made by the Warsaw Poiioe Department, 

The item in question oan only be considered in the context of 
RadLib ' a full coverage of the developments in Poland, A nows item on 
tho eama day, broadcast Immediately prior to the one in question includes 
the following! "According to reports of Warsaw newspapers, more than 
one hundred students and young persons, arrested during tho disorders, 
will aoon be brought to trial," 


2. October 9. 19*37. 

Western Press on Sputnik! The interim policy position paper com- 
posed at a Policy end Planning Meeting attended by all RL advisory 
personnel concerned otatesi "Caro should be taken, in selecting foreign 
comment and writing commentaries , that it doe3 not of fond the legitimate 
national pride of our listeners and that it done not strike a "sour 
grape a" note. Our approaoh should bo baaionlly positive." Advioe from 
Sow fork was of the some order (sea PXC 6, 10-14-57} PXC 10, 10-0-571 
FXC 7, 10-7-57). PXC 7 of 10-7-57 states t "Tho launching of Sputnik 
deserves all the praise now being heaped on Soviet science both at home 
and abroad," 

Looking back, it may be that we carried more praise than nsetesnury 
of this undeniably great soientifio achievement. We oould not, however, 
prevent our listeners from finding out what was being said and written 
abroad. A positive attitude, wo believed, was more likely to bring us 
the sympathy of our listeners. 


5. October 10, 1957. 

Polish Newspaper on Sputnik! Aa quoted by Mr. Levine, it would, 
appoar that inoluding this item was definitely an error in judgment, 
particularly if one assumes that the liotener might mistakenly consider 
that the Communist Warsaw newspaper ( gyole Warsaawy ) represented RadLib* a 
point of view. The full paragraph, however, gives a different Impression! 
"I do not know, the author of tho article in the PoliBji newopupar goes 
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on, what weight a Sputnik must have to photograph what is going on on 
the ground, "But I know that the Soviet artifioial satellite has flown 
over Washington several times. It ia diffioult to predict how the 
disarmament negotiations will go on now hut there is no douht that the 
artifioial earth satellite will play some role in them." As explained 
and approved at tho noon Polioy and Planning Mooting, RL carried this 
quote from a Communist oource to disprove Soviet olaimo that tne Sputnik 
had a purely peaceful oignif ioanoa . 


4. Ootohar lu. 1957. 

Commentary on Sputniki This Now York Program Department commentary, 
written along the lines indicated by the Xydia Yodignrof f PXC 10 oi 
10-0-57, pointed out that the Sputnik was made possible by the relative 
freedom given to scientists working "in that branch" of science* ihe 
aomraentary, as Mr. Levine indioatoa, points out that great strides 
forward could be made if more freedom wore given to persona wording in 
other fields. This is a logical expression of KndLib'e policy, explained 
above, orlling for the presentation of possible positive alternatives 
to various aspeots of the Soviet system. 


5. Ootober 12. 1957- 

Praise of Sputniki The reason for broadcasting praiBo of Sputnik 
should be clear to anyone who has been sensitized by the constant charg^ 
levelled at Radio Liberation as an emigre station that emigres tend to 
denigrating about all achievements in the Soviet Union to the poinu 
of assuming on anti-patriotio posturo with reference to the achievements 
of the people as diatinot from the claims of their communist rulera. 

It ia in an effort to counteract thia charge that Radio Liberation tried 
very hard to dispel any possible impression of "sour grapes" concerning 
this achievement. 

It 1b moreover perfectly legitimate for an emigre station to express 
admiration for a notable achievement of tholr fellow-countrymen. ;.hc 
danger lie a in doing it oo frequently that it either sounds dofencuy® 
or inadvertently serves tho purposes of Soviet propaganda, which trios 
to confuse national patriotism with Soviet patriotism (i.o. loyalty to 
the Communist Party, eto.) and trios to oreate the false impression 
that all the achievements of Russian geniuo are due to the leadership 
of the Communist Party. It is not always easy to draw tho line, and 
Judgments as to exactly where to draw it may differ. 


, Ootober 15i 1957 *. 

... r va TIbd'ti Th!& itom 

China as "the government of tlao Tae Tung. 
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It wae expected that the listener would learn from this news 
item how muoh trouble the Chinese Communists were having in subjeot- 
ing the Tibetans, It is emphasised that we are quoting from Tibetan 
newspapers "after the seizure of ?ibet t " that units of the Chinese 
Army will remain there, although Peking has been obliged by popular 
resistance to give Up converting Tibet into an ordinary province of 
the eo-oalled "Chinese People's Rcpublio," 

This item, even aoide from the violation of polioy indicated, 
could have been more clearly written. It is, however, against accepted 
New# Desk practice to inject RL comment*, as such, into the news. 


la—OgjU-H UAZU 

CrOsoman Quote! Admittedly, the incorrect statement by Richard 
Crop? man that the American government published Djilas'a The Sew Class 
should have boen oorrected when introducing the verbatim text of 
Crosoman's statement, This, at the time, seamed difficult to do with- 
out destroying the atruotura and context of Croeeraan's statement. 
Perhaps the best way to have handled this partioulnr portion would 
have been to give it in paraphrase. At this point the announcer could 
have Bald simply* "Continuing, Richard Croeemnn said that the Amori- 
can publisher of the book had compared J.'ilovon Djilns with Karl Marx, 
called the book the anti-coramunint manifesto and commented as follows," 
and then proceeded with direot quotes from Grossman, The foot should 
not be ignored, however, that Croesman'e statement was valuable be- 
cause it was a oritioiem of Djilao from the point of view of on anti- 
Marxist eooialist. 


Sjl o°t.- Ml 1151s. 

Sputnik* (See Items 2 and 5.) In English translation, the third 
sentence could aleo read* "Tho auocens of this experiment not only 
eases the problems of Soviet propaganda, but involuntarily compelB 
the world tempo rar ily to forgot the shortcomings of the Soviet s ystem 
(thin was tho intended sense of the Russian word "mechanism" ) which 
put all the achievements of the communist regime in doubt," There fol- 
lows a reminder on the anniversary of the Hungarian uprising, the fail- 
ure of the Soviet five-year-plan, oto. The Sevan quote end what followed 
was intended to put across the Idea that the Soviet Union's evident 
military power gnvo it no reason to fear an attack. This idea wae, 
unfortunately, expressed rather naively and a listenor oould have 
gotten the impression that, in RL'a opinion, the Soviet Government 
failed to oome to an agreement on disarmament not because of its aggres- 
sive plans but due to its fear of Western power. 


ix— O g jjt . Ml . 19 .57 1. 

Kndan In case of another uprising, Kadar is quoted as paying in 
the item, ooamuniete must be ready to fight with guns in their hands. 
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think tha listeners would realize that, in referring to "cowards" 
Kudar was in foot referring to communists who refused to defend the 
regime, ooviet citizens have long since gotten used to the Aesopian 
language of ooimauniat loadors. It might be no tod that three of our 
news editors, including tha copy editor, arc post-war defootora, upon 
whom wa roly to Judge the reactions of the listener. Wo could have 
dotted tha "i'a", but to do so could have resulted in overloading the 
item with propagandis tic phranea. 

It dooo not seem likely that the listeners would misunderstand the 
reference to China and believe that hadar had returned from Taipei 
rather than Peking. 


10, October 25. 1957. 

"Hostile Activity"! The oomplete newn item reads i "A local court 
hae sentenced three students to prison for terms of from one to four 
years on chargee of carrying out "hostile activities." According to 
reports in the communist press, this aotivity oonsisted in tearing 
down red flags from several buildings, whore they had been placed the 
first of hay celebration." 

Aside from tha fact that it iu against standing policy to include 
comment into nows items, no comment would soora necessary here inasmuch 
as it seemed obvious that tho students' aotivity was hostile from the 
oommunist standpoint, not from ours. 

4 i " 

\ 

11. Ootober 26, 1957. ' 

Tear Gant It is RadLib policy to give the facts about strikes in 
the West, which may set an example to Soviet workers. The fact that 
tear gas was used in this instance could not be hidden by RadLib t 
Radio jMoooqw could very well carry this report by quoting Western 
sources and our roforenoo to the tear gas only proves our objectivity 
and credibility. In general, howaver, RL attempts to give background 
information which furnishes a perspective) to strike storiosi i.e.» ho# 
much the workers in question make and what they can buy with their 
wages, what incroanon they have won in the pant, etc. We also report 
gains made by workers through striking or throu toning to strike. That 
tho item in question aid not inoludo suoh background material was un- 
fortunate, but the facts aro not always readily 1 available , particularly 
when naws deadlines loom. ' 


12, November 1, 1957. 


fortieth Anniversary Broadcast j It is unavoidable in a debate 
to let each side state its position as vigorously as possible, uni os a 
this is done, tho debate does not sound genuine.. And this dialogue^ was 
in the nature of a debate. In such a dialogue it is important to rdf led t 
communist arguments as faithfully as poasible and then refute thorn as) 
vigorously as poasible. The unfortunate thing about thin statement i;s 
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that it came toward the end of the dialog and remained unr«f«t^d 
in this particular broadcast. The refutation was held over for the 
next broadcast in the series. Conceivably, many 

hear the following broadcast and the refutation of ^J 8 our 
statement. Others would. Looking back, wo realize It waa not to our 
advantage to leave the statement unrefuted. On the other hand, 
auoh a statement unrefuted at the end of a broadcast might have the 

effect of a teaser. 


13. November 4. 1957- 


"New Enoch." i This statement is quoted out of context. No one 
who had heard the entire commentary could have conceivably ^construe 
it as echoing tho oonmuniot propaganda line. There mas ^^timation 
of praise for the "now epoch". On the contrary, it was, « very -.obet 
discussion of the tragio and disastrous effect of ulmt now epjoh . 


14. November 5. 1057'. 

Sevan i Tho complete sentence quoted in part by Kr. Loyine runri 
-A considerable change has taken plane in tho Soviet Onion in °o»pori«ou 
with the time when undesirable loaders wore liquidator af-ar undo.ffoing 
especially arranged political trials." Sevan was identifier, a- vh* 
loader of* tho loft wing of tho British Labor Party. This 
made in connection with Zhukov*, fall, and is in keeping with e 
general line of emphasising that times have changed, aue to aintorioai 
and nopul -it pressures, and that the Soviet leadornhip oanno. turn the 
clock back without further aggravating its problems. Thin quote was 
one of very many quotas from Western sources on tho Zhukov '™3ter. It 
win immediately preceded by the following news itomi 

wrUes tSat ihl events of the nest week in the Soviet Union have revealed 
a basic contradiction in Soviet society (literally, in 

This in tho contradiction between the labor of Russian scientists, who 
are opening new peropeotivea before humanity, and the primitive method, 
of the struggle for power, in the course of which the aim justifies 
tho use of any means. " 

Tho fact that Bovan'o remarks are sometimes made use oi: by Soviet 
propaganda make him the more uoeful to us when ho says »onething which 
tho Soviet dictatorship would prefer to suppress. Jh«i to* » 

the Soviet proon quoted from a Bevan article printed in the 
last September we supplied the quotes doloted in the Soviet version— 
on the inadequacy of housing facilities in the USSR, on the use of women 
for hLvy manua/work, on the fact that "the diplomatic « 

of the Russians was du. to their weakness at home, and not of strength. 


IS. November 10. 19.17». 

"Astonishing Achievements" » The phrase "whose aohieveaent. .ww- 
times astonish the imagination of the whole world" may not ^ 
strictly necessary. It is, however, immediately corrected by the sentence 
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that follows i "But Gorky* e chief apprehension was oonfirmodi the 
naturo of the oommuniat dictatorship, which began ao Gorky put it 
with n 1 shameful attitude toward freedom of speech and person haa not 
changed in forty years." This NYPD script again refleots the justi- 
fiable pride of emigres in the achievements of their fellow-countrymen 
in thoir homeland. Thio again reflects the effort to ward oif the 
charge of " 30 ur grapes" so ofton flung at RadLib as an emigre station. 
Porhape wo are a little too sensitive to the oharge and are at times 
over-eager to counter it. 


16. November 12. 1957. 

Fasti This script followed up tho sentonoe quoted with, "However, 
Fast writes, in spite of all of that, no on® attempted to prevent h*a 
from writing and publishing his works." Along with Paul Robeson , 
Howard Paul do perhaps the best known American in the Soviet Ini on. 

"tfe are not toiling our listeners anything that they dirt not know in 
mentioning hia prison term - but we are driving homo a very important 
point in underlining his freedom to write as he chose and to get hia 
works published. 


17. Nov e mber 11. 1957* 

Zapotooky i It io agrood that this item, although harmless, had 
nothing in it which might not have boon oarriod by a oommunlut source 
and that it had no value in our broadcast ns written. 


Itl. N ovonbo r 1957. 

0.3. Bases in Morocco. The story of King Mohammed* a visit to 
Washington, and the results of that visit, is news, whether or not It 
is oarriod by the Soviet press. The item is a reflection of Hi. news 
polioy which calls for coverage of- major world events whether or not 
they may reveal developments or facta which are negative from the point 
of view of RL* a long-range aims or which may be open to misinterpretation 
on the part of some radio listeners. If we suppressed such information, 
wa would be open to tho oharge of presenting one-sided and misleading 
newscasts. 


19. November 29. 1957« 

Bronatoini The deoioion of the State Department to deny a visa 
to the Soviet chess champion Bronetein was discussed at some- length 
botwoon tho Manager, News Department, and the Polioy and Planning 
Adviser. (it was a holiday and the full advisory staff was not on 
hand.) It waa decided that this DOS action gave RadLib a chance to 
demonstrate its independent position without compromising any basic 
D.S. polioy, and that a short feature should therefore be written 
taking a point of view which, it was felt, would win the sympathy of 


Approved For Release 2003/05/08 


: dlitl 


RDP80B01 676R004200090036-0 



Approved For Release 2003/05/08 : CIA-RDP80B01676R004200090036-0 


many listeners. In reviewing the script after broadcast, however, it 
was felt that the language U3ed (i.o., "stupid") was unnecessarily 
sharp. There was certainly no "attompt to draw a line between the 
government and the people of the Unitsd States" but only to oritioize 
a U.3. Government agenoy'a notion of little signifioanoe in order to 
indicate the independence of tha station. 


20. Deoomber 2, 1957, 

"Atomic Giants"? Tho purpoao of this otatemsnt was twofold* 

(1) to chow that Western Europe, whioh is allied with the .United 
Stntoo, is becoming strong enough through unification to rival Soviet 
power in its own right, thus tipping the scales still further in favor 
of the free world | (2) by stressing the independence of the ■/ astern 
European Union, to emphasize the difference between the voluntary ties 
whioh bind tho Western demooracioo and the bonds of servitude which 
operate to hold the Soviet bloo together. \ 


The reference to the Soviet Union (aa woll aa to the United 
States and to Western Europo) as "an atomic giant" was merely realiatio 
acceptance of a faot. It was felt that by acknowledging this fact and 
reducing it to tho perspective of tha overwhelming free-world a&rongth 
which opposes Soviet power, a greater propaganda advantage could' ba 
gained then by ignoring a truth that is no more a secret to the, B.oviet 
lintpnor th7»n it ia to tho Wontoru nowopapor reader* \ \ 


21 . December 1C, 7 . 

1 \ 

Communist Chinn t The Peking datelines used in both' cause made \ 
it clear that tho items concerned the Communist Government of China* \ 
Radio Liberation, whose noT/aonuta also go on the air from Formosa, has, \ 
°, 3 1 UlVC ' r rjco SGi3od the .Mao regime as the legitimate government 

ot China. There ia a minor policy violation horat the nfrwii-writar ' 

nagleotod to follow his standing instructlono to oall the 1 loommunict 
tho hso governn@nt M , and this wag overlooked^ by tha 

editor. In general the Peking government ia not labelled frith the 
a jectivo "Rod" or "Communist" in RL broadcasts in order t<r, avoid' adding 
an expression which may sound propagandiotio to tho Soviet X iatonex, 
especially if he is only on tho fringes o£ disloyalty. 


first iten ra Portod conscription ; of IS- and 19-year- olds into 
e incao Communist Array. It was designed to reflect the militaristic 
oharactor of tho Rod regime, ; 

1 ’■ 

, * ® ec0jld itom, which dealt with Peking's economic penetration 

into two astern European countries olose i,o the borders of the Soviet 
Union, was intended to underline a regular ’.RL theme* tha danger to 
uas a a ogitimate interests (in this oase., eoonomic interests) whiohi 

H -1 1 rftffiaia * s d ' 3Vol °P in e‘ V nurturing an aggressive and expansive 

ally wit a a population three times as grefrt as its own. (Defector : ? 
interviews have indicated that Soviet citiza.na of all political aouvlc* 
tions are worried about their government's policy in this respect.) \ 


tl 
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22, Jbo. ,% ..195.7..L 


Committee Report on Soienoei 

This item served two purposest 

1) To show that action is being taken in the United States 
to meet the challenge (and remain ahead of) Soviet eoien* 
tifio progress , 

2) By citing the epeoial aomnittee’e report to the effect 
that Soviet solanoo might overtake Amerioan science in 
« > or IQ yaaro t to counter Comiauniat propaganda claims 
that supremacy had already boon aohlevod. 

It should he noted that during this period the Soviet press 
and radio were full of Cne6nndra-like quotes from American news- 
papers whioh bewailed the "backwardness" of Amerioan ooieiioe in 
the Enet-fiost competition, Sinoe it was unable to control Amer- 
ican editorial pages, RL had to renort to itemB like this in order 
to minimise the advantages whioh Soviet propaganda was gaining 
from the wave of pessimism sweeping the United Statee, 


25, Peo, 4, 1.9-57.1. 


Polish Travel i Primary aim Of this program feature was to 
stimulate envy of the relative . freedom to travel abroad which is 
enjoyed by Polish citizens, and thus to create pressure on the 
Soviet government for a mors liberal passport policy, (This was 
nn indirect implementation of RL'e instructions to induce defec- 
tion by other than overt means,) 

The minor-key treatment of Polish defections (only 1 per cent 
but of "many thousands") was felt to be a subtle yet effective way 
to stress that oven in a oountry like Poland whioh enjoys far 
greater political freedom than the Soviet Union many people defect 
to the Soot, without at the same time compromising the apparent 
objeotivity of the newscast < 

The increase in Polish passport fees was not yet in offset 
when the item was broadcast. 

Another aim underlying this script was to enoourage a more 
liberal travel policy on the part of the Soviet government. 


24. Peo, 5, 1957.. 

Collar on Uullosi This item was discussed at length by a 
full meeting of the Amerioan advisory staff, at whioh the decision 
to carry it was based on the following reasons* 
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Caller 1 a evaluation of Rullso, while extremely negative, 
demonstrated that in the United States a member of Congress is 
froe to criticize a top government loader, so that hia statement 
was not a clear loss for our side. Certainly itwould be unthink- 
able for a Supreme Soviet deputy to oriticise Gromyko in defiance 
of the party-line,,’ 

It may be arguod that in this case RL bent over too far in 
an effort to reinformoe its reputation for independence, credibil- 
ity, and objectivity. In review it was reoognised that the item 
oould have bean written leas eensationally , 

The reference to Congressman Celler as a Republican w«uj an 
unfortunate error, of the kind that are never exousablo but always 
inevitable in n spot-news operation. The mistake was made by a 
European employee, and remained undetected in the editing. 


^-Dog J jli.J22L. 


Atomic Shipi Development of the world's first atomie-povons 4 
surface ship ie legitimate news for any newspaper or radio station. 
Since thiB story was given heavy play in Soviet media, RL hod lit- 
tle to gain by suppressing it. To do so would merely have mad* 
our nawBoaat aeom biased and unreliable, 

Thoie was an additional positive reason for selecting this 
item, RL is always on the lookout for news of internal developments 
in the Soviet Union whiah oan be used to give its newscast an '’in- 
side" orientation even though the intrinsio propaganda value may be 
slight. 


26. Deo. 6, 1957. 


Stockholm Hewapapen It is RL's regular policy to emphasize 
all evidence of weakening political control in the Soviet Union, 
and thus to encourage listeners to think and act more freely. The 
Swedish newspaper was oaroful to point out that the rule of law 
"has not yet reached its full development," and its qualified state- 
ment that It "is nevertheless stronger than in the era of Stalin’s 
arbitrary power" does not appear to us as an endorsement of tho 
Soviet Union as a "Bafe haven," (RL also quoted Tidningen as say-- 
ing that the "Communist Party's monopoly of power is not subject 
to doubt.") 

RL never suggests that the loosening of political control since 
Stalin's death is a result of humans motives on the part of tho 
Communist leadership, but implies that it has come about through 
inability of Stalin's hairs to oops with popular unrest. Wa believe 
that this is a particularly effective propaganda line. 
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Exooution of Abakumov group irns part-and-paroel of the 
liquidation of Soria, In a staff-written eorlpt this might havo 
been pointed out for greater aocuracy. The news editor was faoed 
however, with a different choice i whether to use a Swedish press 
comment whioh fitted nicely with the station's basic line, or 
to reject it because not all of the "jL were dotted. Naturally 
he oould not rewrite what the Swedish paper had said. He might 
have added a footnote, but he was operating under a policy which 
dictates that press-reviews are more effective when BL comment 
i» kept to a minimum. In the case in point, a violation of this 
rule did not appear sufficiently justified. 


27. Deo, <S. 19-57. 


The full sentence from which Mr, Levine hae drawn hie first 
quote renda as follows i 

Indeed, as Winston Churchill, one of the moat 
convinced enemies of Stnlin-typa socialism, onco 
stidi "We are oil 3ooialiota now," i,a,, we are liv- 
ing in a period when certain fundamental moral prin- 
ciples of socialism havo become port of our flash and 
blood. 

V,hat Mr, Frank moans by "certain fundamental moral principles 
ol aooialism" ia oloar from the oxcorpt from the new Austrian 
eooialint program which ho hod jurt finished quoting* "Freedom 
of rann and freedom of the peoples, freedom of religion and of 
conscience), economic independence of the individual, nocial equal- 
ity of olacses, confidence in tomorrow. The path to this goal 
is political democracy. " 

It is certainly olonr that Mr, Frank's concluding reference 
to 'now roads" summarizes all of the elements of the Austrian 
socialist program that ho had just been describing in detail, and 
in particular the programs 'e recognition of all of the changes 
wnich have taken place in the world oinoe Marxd day. The whole 
point of Frank's commentary is the way in which ho contrasts the 
Austrian socialists' "new roads" to the obsolete and undemocratic 
principles expressed in the Communists' "Moscow Declaration," 

be think that this is an excellent commentary which denis 
off actively with a development toward which Soviet media have 
repeatedly demonstrated n frightened sensitivity. 



N 
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23. P «o . 8. 195 7 . 


Amorioan Yaluesi The adviaory staff of EL ia under instruc- 
tions to make the ctation an offeotivo antl-oommunist woapon with- 
out letting it appear to be a branch of U. S. propaganda. 

This was an NYPD item. It is clear to us that the commentary 
writer was using a discussion of the problem of values in American 
aooiety to emphasize the benefits of life in the United States. 

He was able to bring out the following eye-opening faote without 
resorting to an oponly propagandist!^ non-ob jeotivo appror.ohi 

1) The average American can afford to spend twice as much 
on hineolf as the citizen of the wealthiest European 
oountry, 

2) Sixty percent of American families have their own homes 
(a real revelation to the Soviet oitizen with his five 
square moters of floor space). 

J) Three out of four families have their own automobileo, 

4) In spite of the fact that the oountry whioh io the bul- 
wark of Western defense against Communist aggression 
spends 42 billion dollars for its military needs, the 
amount spent by oitizene for food, clothing, housing, 
household furnishings and automobiles is five times as 
great. 

5} Amerioans are able to travel abroad to the tun© of one- 
and-a-hnlf billion dollars a year. 

6) The U, S, government oannot aot without the consent of 
the governed. 

7; Xfcntha U. S. there is unfettered popular diaousnion of 
important issues. 

The author's concluding sentence makes it dear that he seas 
in tho current dioouesion of values in Amerioa a Bound and healthy 
phenomenon. At the Game time, it in a daft jab at the lack of 
freedom in tho Soviet Union* "iVithout the ability of tho people — 
of every people, including our own — to hold a regular reappraisal 
of values, there can be no vitality, ho progress in society." 

"Not by cake alone" is an allusion to Dudintaov'e novel 
"Not By Bread Alone," which has been heavily censured by the Com- 
munist Party, It implies two ironic comparisons of American and 
Soviet standards » a political comparison of differences between 
a aooiety where criticism flourishes and ona where works ol' crit- 
icism are condemned, and an economic comparison, i.e, "caka" vor- 
*us "bread," 

The reference to "our soientifio achiev©nents"was deliberately 
inserted as part of RL's campaign to drive a wedge between the 


/r 
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Party and othar elements of Soviet society (o.g. "our Army," 
"our peasantry"). In this case, it implies that the attain- 
ments of Soviet science, while they may have boon usurped by 
the Party, are truly the fruit of native genius and not the 
product of "partlynaya opoka." The listener, who knows that 
RL is always Jammed und who hus probably Been attacks on the 
station in the official press, can hardly be led to believe 
that RL is trying to identify itself with the Communist Party 
when he hears this terminology. 

The commentary' a criticism of certain values in American 
society is far weaker than that to bo found in many articles 
and statements emanating from roBponsiblo U.3. public figure* 
of all political persuasions. Uuoh expressions of opinion, 
even though they stem from good intentions, are frequently 
quoted by Soviet press and radio for sinister purposes, and 
they arc also available to a goodly number of Soviet citizens 
from leas tainted eouroos than their own controlled media. 

The commentary writer was attempting to codig to grips with what 
the informed Soviet listener already knows about currants of 
ro-oxnmination in American society, and to reduce them to a 
healthy perspective. 

Implementation of a polioy designed to establish ;iL in 
the listener's eyes an an Independent voice free of American 
control frequently culls for painful decisions. Tho commentary 
in question was passed by the American advisory staff because 
in their opinion it foil within the framework of this policy 
uss an effootivo pioco of nnti-Communiat propaganda, (it may 
be that this kind of treatment ia controversial, but the intent 
behind the decision was completely in keeping with the station's 
goals.) 


Z2i 


Liberation of Eastern Europe* A phrase about 0.3. and 
British aid, both economic and military, could have been in- 
cluded} the word3 "with the aid of its wartime allies" could 
have preceded the phr..ee "The Soviet Union liberated Eastern 
Europe from Hitler." On tho other hand, it should be noted 
that when the quote is put bu.ok into oontoxt the words immedi- 
ately following "Hitler’ 1 aro as follows* "...only in order to 
lay its own hand and begin imposing ooromuniam upon it," 

The second sentence quoted represents a true report of 
Konnan'e views, whether one approves or disapproves of them. 

Ae to the third quotation, the foot ie that Kerman's 
laotures attracted worldwide attention and one of the important 
funotions of Radio Liberation is to serve as a sounding board 
for issues of the day that trouble the world and presumably 
moat of our most intelligent listeners. 


/L 
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The critique of this bro&doest does not prosont a com- 
plete pioture. In addition to the examples cited by Mr. 
Levins, the broadcast contained outright condemnation of the 
one-party system} at one point the conversation run# ao fol- 

loWBI 

Pratleyi oannot at all agree that a one- 

party system in a country ia right. 

Correspondent i Could you then personally remain 
in thie (the Labor) party if it beoame the only 
politioal party in England? 

Pratleyi I would then immediately leave the 
Labor Party. 



At another point Mr. Pratloy indioatea that there are only 
twelve communists at Cambridge out of a total of T f 600 student* 

— 4 very important refutation of 3oviet propaganda claims 
concerning the influence of commentate uraong European students 
and i ntellvo tuuls, Mr, Prat ley further indioatea in t'J« inter- 
view that the utodautu uiw txca to .scud c r I t i 1 1 rq-i ; j ' j ..‘•is 

\ t-i-tt : "di'i; C U .< sf t; 6 i c V-i t • -.'I ’ i.j !]:• ;/ 

II • i I I i I i i - S'? l; ii , » , I - t 'j, : M'.I,!: 

t • V i 4 i I • . : i a i ; 1 >. ?• ii : : V fi -Jp . i ■ !h'i l .ji i ■ 

tr ■ i ■■ t : 0.’ ■ .‘lot '.S bin i, U-i l'«t. j if-i $ 1 fc:.y hi $ 

flmnoi il.’y inl-spen itut of th? tabor Party : rive — «. y.h •: 
important object lose on for student listeners in the Srvl£ t Urion, 
Mr. Pratley further indicates that visiting students from the 
Soviet Onion could not be contacted by hia organisation in spite 
of the fact that they spent six days in Cambridge -- another 
expooA of the insincerity of the Soviet authorities in imple- 
menting contaots botwsien Soviet and English students. 

It was felt that auoh points, made by a member of the Labor 
Party Club at Cambridge, would sound more convincing to the 
Soviet listener than similar criticisms made by either a Liberal 
or Conservative club member. 

. • . . - . i 


t v , 
• i ■ 
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U. Deo. 15. 1957 . 

Subway Strike » RL givo3 regular coverage to ctrlkea in 
the Western world for two raasoneu 

1) We counter Soviet propaganda by providing the listener 
with auoh more objective reporting than he gets from 
one-sided, communist-slanted stories in the official 
praBO and radio where Western labor strife 1b of course 
given heavy play. 

2) We are uble to use strifes stories to show that in the 
"Capitalist’ 1 West workers are able to press their 
interests without being mowed down by tanks, us is 
the case in the Comrauni a V'worfeers ' paradise. " (Ws 
also report gains made through atrike-aotion by Western 
workers. ) 

In view of the arrest of four union-loaders by New York 
City authorities, this particular itam might better have been 
left alone. Still, it did accomplish the purpose of showing 
that despite the arrests 2,300 subway-workera were able to 
strike without faaing military or police repressions. 


ila Poo. -13.1-1351 . 


NATO Coomentaryi This NY?D commentary attempted to show 
how the NATO partners, despite Soviet claims that they are 
puppets of the United States, meet to solve their problems on 
a basis of equality. Unfortunately, history caught up with the 
writer, who obviously expuotod that tha Paris Conference would 
have a different outcome. It can be agreed in the light of 
*hat did happen that hie erophaois on "ori3ia" and hie evident 
advocacy of change in tho character of NATO did not help him to 
accomplish hie objective. 

It should be noted that this commentary was run sida-by-side 
with a correspondent * a report from Paris which stressed positive 
aspects of the NATO situation. 


I* 
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33. DgOjuJJLt 1957.^ 


Botha Statement I At the time this item was broadcast, the 
Soviet orees was full of accurate quotes from responsible Amer- 

it by quoting Dr, Bethe to the effect that the U. S. *aa never 
thelees ahead in nuclear development, 

Uain* only the pooitive part of Bathe's ootnment would have 
lone little to offset what the Soviet publio already knew about 
ln "c fllld of rookotry, but it »l g ht h.« Uon.» S oi 
the objective appoaranos of RL's newooaot. 


34. Deo. 21i_12 51i. 

" Soviet Ke ws i” In this item the Soviet scientist s' PjedicUons 

of achievements in the next century v.ero no m their 

country, but dor.lt with world science ae a whole. Thus, their 
fltatemontu constituted an admission that fu J u F* is . t 

the exclusive domain of "socialist science, tat sill be aohio 4 
through international community of effort — a striking contrast 
to the customary Communist line. 

Soviet News is designed to butter up British readers, not 
for the Soviet publio, The advisory staff felt that by plying 
this story back to Soviet listeners RL would demonstrate tho 
hypocrisy of their government. 

In addition, the scientists* forecasts (a cure for oancar, 
pooketteleviaion sets, new sources of nourishment) 
to be legitimately newsworthy. They aro not out of keeping rfith 
similar predictions made by responsible Eastern scientists. 


35. Deo , .2 1 ■ 195 It 


Biographies! It is trao that the biographies of those tarts 
men were based on information from Communist sources. iiieis *** 
vary little significant information on thorn available tn » ^ostertt 
source#, and the amount of digging whion would have boon required 
to obtain it would have made it impossible for RL to respond 
5uioUy ?o their appointments. (The "Now York Times" in printing 
biographical information on such nocondarv Soviet personalities, 
is also obliged to use Communist sources.) 


Tho fnotB used in. those biographies, although 
Communist sources, were essentially neutral ana cor 
refleot praise of the Individuals. 


taken from 
■tainly did not 
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It la not true that "these sketches differed in no respect 
from the official Soviet 'V.ho's Who' aooounts of the three Khrush- 
chev appointees." In two oases (Ignatov and Mukhitdinov) , HI* was 
able to bring out the compromising faot that their careers nod 
had a eetbnok when Stalin died, thus identifying them with the 
particular eioesBOs of hi* era. Following are quotes from the 
broadcast i 

Ignatov's further upward progress along the 
Party ladder was halted by Stalin's death*,.. 

Mukhitdinov' a career was somewhat retarded 
by Stalin's death,,.. 


The major purpose of this broodoaet woo to show that, in 
keeping with RL's image, tha station takes special interest in 
Soviet internal developments. It wao felt that the informat io 
itself would be of interest to the many people who do no* have 
ready aooeae to reference libraries in the Soviet Union, 


36, Poo 


Gaither Report i This script attempted to point up one of the 
essential domocratio freedoms. the right to discuss anv criticiro 
government polioios and notions in the press and elsewhere. Aside 
from the Aleop quote, wo included n statement by Vice-President 
Nixon to the effeot that the people must bo Inicrmsd about the 
faots on whioh the Gaither Report was based. The ooript concludes. 
"It is inevitable that in evory denooratio country tha government 
is obliged to tnka public opinion into account, oven in questions 
oonoerning defense." Publio discussion, the soript nays, 1™^* 
one of the best moans of correcting mistakes and developing policies 
which are in the best interests of the country and tha people. 


37. Jnn,_jl,„_1156-i. 


Langston Hughes Interview. In thie 1IYPD script, the effort 
was made apparently to faoC communist charges as forthrightly ns 
possible. Radio Liberation cannot achieve the authority and confi- 
dence it courts among its listener* if it shirks issues, eapecially 
those that concern the mores of the United States. It must perforce 
fnae the faots of life about the position of the UegrO in .-ho united 
States and demonstrate to its audience that it haa the courage o 
do so by asking the kind of questions that trouble the Sovio. listen#! 
who ia under the constant pressure of Soviet propaganda, nauio -lib- 
eration's function ie to face such Issues and donx witn them 
rightly. It must oroate the impression of objootivity, eapuoially 
on suoh issues as the trontmeht of Nogrooa in the to 

oounteraot the constant charge in the Soviet praos that R.u and the 
American Committee are mare instrumentB of tha United States Govern- 
ment, 


'J-O 
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ftfl. Jan uary 29. 1958* 

"Evolution" i The meaning of "mighty Internal evolution" 
is nuite oloar in the context of thin commentary. It 
to the retreat which popular unroot since Stalin * death hoi 
foroed on a Soviet loaderohip weakened hy the continuing 
struggle for power. RL does not attribute this evolution to 
any U change of heart on the part of the remaining Communist 
leaders, but to the fact that they have boon put on «ne do 
fensive by increasing popular awareness that the regime -» 
neither infallible nor Invulnerable to publio pressure. .aL 
sics Tn the underlying reason for this the way the rm o 
powor to take arbitrary action has suffered attrition 

tho Party and State a pirate , and above all, of the «.e,ror 
organs. 

HL is not only swimming with this tide, but is doing 
every thing in ite power to accelerate it. Tho station dose not 
oD-joee the conoept of "forced evolution" to the idea of revolu- 
tion, but it hue boon unable to find evidence that* revolutionary 
situation now existo in tho Soviet Union, Its policy in h:i ^ 
on tho assumption that, in the abuenoa of a major war* evolution 
ia neoasaary to pave the way for u democratic revolution. 

David Lawrence ia not banned by RL. Neither are Vice- 
President Mixon, Senator Know land and a host of other distinguished 
uBsooiatoil „ito to. Bo-oallad "rlfat ,!««“ .1.0 
havo honored the station by contributing specially to i .e broad 
oasts. 


v?. Fob, it 1 2£9 . 


Cultural Agreement! It should be oloar from the full con- 
text of tho weekly roviuw that RL was making a distinction between 
real coexin tenoe, i.e. lowering of tho Iron Curtain fruu the 
Communist side, and tho phony brand of ooexi atones offered by 
Khrushchov. If this broadcast admitted that oonoassions ®*d» 
by the Soviets in signing tho cultural agreement were a step in 
the right direction, it did ao in order to what the appetite of 
listeners for more euoh concessions on tho part of their govern- 

meat. 

True, the quoted exoerpt was somewhat sloppily woruwd, so 
that takan out of context it could appear to ooinoide with the 
Communist line. This happened by aooldant, not by design. 


2A 
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40 . Fob. 4. 1958 . 


twheetor Guardian quote, The 

can achieve enormous suocensea in every fie context 

totally different significance when reatored to the context 

in which it was broadcast by RLi 

"Soviet scientists can achieve enormous 
successes in every field on which the 
Soviet leadership will concentrate the 
necessary resources even though it may 
become nooeosary f 01 ’ people to live in 
earthen-huta.'* 

The rest of this lianohsater Guardian comment, as quoted 
in RL’s press review, made two other telling points, 

1 ) Th. AiG.rioon p.opld hard .y.rjr rc.on to r.Joi=« i" 

th. launching of tho -Sfcplowr” (a foot 

hn^n“to°tho*llot!hor who hod road iSSXii h '“ r * 

Soviet satellite. 

2 ) From the standpoint of mankind, advances in the peaceful 

m-alear energy, such as those made by liri ti nn 
harueusing or nuclear energy, than the develop* 

scientists at Harwell, aro far more important than 

aent of long-range rockets, 


Al. Feb. A. Vm * 


.it Po i el The point of this item was to contract living 
South foi* 5 * 0 M on tiats in the remote Antarctic wastes 

conditions of soviet scientists « vm tllv vprv f ow 

, 1 th th... of. "«*f‘ «"S»g Lohiio., «* 

»* ;i«Y' !iw - (,hoso " r “ 

among the comforts enumerated in the item.) 



Oil plpolinosi Ik 1. 00 turol for th. »..t to ‘J 

TolXl r^lnlT^tn k. --lop th. 

Western economies* 


/ 
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42. ,?eb. 5. Ijl8 . (oontlnusd) 


Correatly translated, the last sentence roudoj T il* 
giro* the Wcstorn oountries grounds for fear" (not ’’this is. 
rSvat gives... ")• Thus, there is not intondod implication 
that oil la the only oonoorn, or even the major concern, of 
the Western oountriea in thoir relation* with the UAR* 


9, ma. 


Kiohi Speech! Prina Minister Kishi' s reference to anti- 
American feeling on Okinawa was given heavy play by Soviet 
media. If RL had roportod his speech without mentioning hi* 
remark* on Okinawa, this might have eoaaed to the Soviet 
listener to he a deliberate act of faleif ioation. 

In actual fact, the RL item gave much more balanced treat- 
ment to Kishi' s Okinawa reference, than did Soviet propaganda, 
thus helping to offset Radio Moscow's picture of hysterical 
anti-Amo .'ican feeling on the island. But the real adviin-age in 
reporting the speech was that RL brought out other statements 
by Kishi which had boon omitted in 3oviet oovorage and vmich 
ahed a somewhat different light on Japanese foreign policy! 

1) Japan would not reoognize the Chinese Communists because 
of ita treaty tie* with the Formosa government. 

2) Japan wap ready to cooperate with the 0*3* In developing 
the economics of Southeast Aaia. 

Thua, RL's nows item put th* Kishi epeooh in itB proper 
perspective and threw the onus of faleif ioation on the 3oviet 
press nr.d radio. 

The Japanese ambassador's comment on Okinawa wus not thrown 
in gratuitously by RL. It had been quoted by Kishi in his *peaoh. 


Ad. Feb. 12. 1956 . 


Summit oorunentaryi We are pusrled by oritioisra oi the 
linet "Briefly stated, not oven the most solemn pact guarantees 
by itself any ifindl of peace... " This happened to correspond 
exactly with the position of the U.3, Stute Department that 
any East-West agreement would be worthless unless enforcement 
machinery wore provided. ■ 
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Ml yaju 12. 1'IM . (continued) 


„ ..I f nt n order to answer tha <nto5- 
The other paeaege quo ( * draW a lino between 

tlon, it is n«o.s«i»ry firat of ^ tfovorn mont 3 of the 

tha genuine ains nn« _ nda whlo h accompanies thoir 

groat powers and the prop , eryod to introduce a pas«- 

deolarationa in ^J 1 ® ™* a L*;* government for its history of 
long indictment of the ooviet .overn (th « 1939 

broken promises und ub an done • * aalaure of tha Baltic 

partition of Poland, attack disarmament subcommittee), 

countries, repudiation f tl 3u6!S Canal was also mentioned 

If the Anglo-Briti oh / i>e the DM Charter), 

ae a violation ^ then 'the commentary’s appearance 

this waa done on ly . _ eir f aroa its condemnation of hoviet 

of objectivity and thus to reinforce 

polioy and pmotloea. 

This commentary ia in fact on® ndcaat^ver^L* (or any 
dofensee of bo evident when rend in full, 

other radio station;, na * , * oxnooe the phoniness of 

In this caee, BL vi S° r ^ B d J a ®i'edit the Moscow campaign for a 
Soviet propaganda and to disci eaiv 

summit conference. 
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